6:45pm -ABOUT TO START THE LIVE BLOGGING! So far we have about 12 people here. Make sure to follow our updates live and share with your friends on FB, Twitter, or anywhere else you might have web space. :) You are following Ernesto Dominguez AKA CHATpdx. For more information check us out on Facebook at facebook.com/chatpdx.
Josh-opens the discussion
-History
-Discussion questions
-Questions from Facebook/Twitter
-General questions from live audience
7:05pm- Ground rules to keep the conversation safe and on topic.
Josh, as facilitator will help us make sure everyone has a voice and everyone is comfortable sharing their own opinions.
Overview: 
(Powerpoint we will post online later) in 1981 CDC first published a report about HIV. 1982 first HIV infection through blood transfusion. 1982 AIDS first coined as a term by participants of a meeting between CDC, FDA and Blood industry/Gay rights groups and hemophilia groups. After this meeting a few facilities voluntarily begin to screen blood for Hepatitis antibodies and screen out donations by those "at high risk"
1983 secretary of health and human services "Margaret Heckler" declares that blood in blood banks are safe.
1983 first non-mandatory guidelines in place to restrict Homosexuals from donating blood.
1985 ban broadened to include any man that has ever (even once) had sex with another male.
1981-1984 50% of the hemophiliac patients in the U.S. had become infected with HIV. 
Screening criteria was originally created by FDA and continues to institute the guidelines for blood donations. Screeners do not distinguish between low risk MSM sex and high risk heterosexual sex. 
7:18 today all donated blood is tested using a Nucleic ACID Testing rather then antibody tests which are given to normal tests at CAP.
FDA met in 2000 and 2006 to discuss policies around MSM blood donation, but each time no action has been taken.
International Policies-
Canada is same as US
Russia recently lifted their ban
1 yr deferral in a number of countries.

A few countries defer folks from donating for anyone who has had HIGH-RISK behaviors not just MSM activities.
In March 2010 Sen John Kerry, 43 US senators and congresspersons sent a letter to HHS to change their policies from excluding MSM/GAY/BI men to donate blood.
Multiple layers of testing are used by Red Cross to test blood for HIV/AIDS or other STDs.
Australia has found (since they changed their blood donation guidelines in 2000) that no negative change has been seen in number of infected recipients of donated blood.
Red cross does not agree with lifetime blood donation ban for MSM men as unnecessary.
Steve - (CEO for the Pacific Northwest Blood Services Region of American Red Cross) introduces himself.
Every unit of blood is tested in the same way, there is no additional cost to test "high risk blood"
7:33pm- FDA recommended that addition research be done around risk instead of past practice or current practice. Ie safe sex, sex within a monogamous relationship. Red Cross believes that we should use the same process to identify risk behaviors for heterosexual or homosexual people. 
COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE

"how can we change this actions by FDA or blood donations in general?"
Steve-Blood supply is needed, if we were to "boycott" blood donations until regulations are changed, directly affect the lives of folks who really need this blood.
"if we changed the restriction from the word "gay" to "black or female" we wouldn't be having these discussions" 
Steve- The reality is that these restrictions were put in place as a "safety" precaution. Pulling away this protection drives some fear and is scary for users of this donated blood. No other restrictions are there and it makes it hard for people to be okay removing these precautions. 
"we see that the numbers have changed as to who is testing positive, most new infections are in AA women. Is this new information being fed into this conversation"
Steve- even a 12 month deferral period will not be satisfactory for this community. The scientific community needs to come up with what length of time to defer someone who has engaged in high risk sex. 
MK- in US (HIV infections) 50% are in gay men, 50% are in African Americans.
"What percentage of donated blood is HIV positive"
Steve-it's very rare. In NW we collect 1/4 of a million pints of blood each year. In that only a handful of HIV positive blood comes out of that. 
Discussion moves to talk about how donating procedures should be changed to change how we screen/test donated blood and not just creating unreal stigma around what kinds of sex gay men have.
"what happens if we lie about having gay sex, what are the moral implications" 
Steve "our organization and I personally believe that someone shouldn't lie on donation forms as someone who is msm"
"have you (red cross) ever thought about just getting rid of the blood screening questionnaire" 
I don't think i've ever heard anyone say we should get rid of the whole questionnaire, but instead just some pieces of it.
"Is anyone ever done to figure out how accurate answers are on donation forms?"
Steve- I don't know if there has been any kind of blind surveying of donors in some kind of confidential manner. The only way we get some kind of identification is if test results conflict from what we would have expected from the questionnaire answers.
"gov't complains that we don't have enough people in the military, so gay people lie, in the same way if were constantly asked to donate blood, we lie so that we can" 
Side note, about 3 people have admitted to lying and donating blood as gay/MSM men.
"are there any legal ramifications against lying on these donation forms?"
Steve-If there is any question to any answer on the donation questionnaire forms. I am not however familiar with any prosecution of someone lying to donate blood.
Steve-It was the user groups (based on the results) who had the most sway and the most compelling case. (Keeping rules the same) Check the links below to get more information.
"What is red cross doing to change these restrictions?"
Steve- Medical directors and science officers meet with these committees and lobby FDA, even though they don't give us much room to advocate since we are also regulated by the FDA. I think there are more productive mechanism to make this change then the red cross. This is a safety issue and a public health issue, but it is also a political issue. Even the senators in Oregon are good advocates, but no congress people from Oregon were signers on the letters sent to FDA to change this blood ban.
-What can people in this room do to change these regulations, or support the red cross.
"working with the hemophiliac community to remove some of the stigma that folks might have against this"
"lots of people don't know that gay folks can't give blood, we need to share this information. Word of mouth works!"
About 12 million units of blood donated a year, the number of donated blood each year by gays would not be a significant amount, so maybe this is also a factor in not moving on this issue as quickly as we'd like. 
"This is a really interesting conversation and I am so glad someone organized it"
End of Live Blogging 8:30pm -Thank you, -Ernesto Dominguez
For more information about CHATpdx, please check out our facebook page at facebook.com/CHATpdx or on twitter @chatpdx.
